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1. Can I bring live, biological samples to the MSR? Are there incubators or biosafety cabinets avail-
able for use?

a. Yes. The MSR supports live samples (up to BSL2 level) and users have access to 70% ETOH, 
paper towels, and nitrile gloves in each microscope room. Furthermore, all trained MSR users 
will have access to the MSR laboratory (UACC 0979) which includes a cell culture room with CO2 
incubators, 37° bead bath, 4° fridge and -20° freezer, and general lab items (centrifuges, vortexes, 
micropipettes, etc.)

2. Do I need previous microscope experience to use the microscopes available at the MSR? Are 
there any training materials that I need before training?

a. No. Users are not required to have any background in the imaging method being utilized on the 
microscopes. Microscope training meets users where they are and is designed to make users fully 
independent. 

3. I have used a confocal microscope before, do I still need training?
a. Yes. All new users to the MSR will undergo instrument training regardless of previous experi-
ence. This is to ensure that all users have been trained the same way before using MSR micro-
scopes. However, the training scales to a user’s experience level and users with prior experience 
will be trained in less time. 

4. What sample types (slides, dishes, chamber slides, multiwell plates, etc.) are compatible on MSR 
microscopes?

a. Supported sample types for each instrument vary, however, the details for each instrument (in-
cluding supported samples) can be found in the “Learn More” section for each microscope.

5. Is there night and weekend access for MSR users?
a. Yes. All trained users have 24/7 building and room access and can schedule time on MSR confo-
cal microscopes at any time. Building and room access will be made available during the training 
process.

6. Are there different microscope rates at different times of the day/week?
a. Yes. There are two different rates for trained users when using any of our 3 confocal micro-
scopes – Unassisted and Overnight Imaging. The Unassisted rate ($35/hr) is from 8am – 6pm and 
the Overnight Imaging ($10/hr) is from 6pm – 8am, Monday – Sunday (no weekend rate). This rate 
change happens automatically in iLabs and does not need to be specified by the user when making 
the reservation. For full dvetails regarding our rates for each instrument, please visit our iLabs page 
and log in using your UA credentials (https://ua.ilab.agilent.com/service_center/6084/?tab=about).

FAQs

https://ua.ilab.agilent.com/service_center/6084/?tab=about
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Microscopy Shared Resource
Management

Director

Manager

Ghassan Mouneimne, PhD
Associate Professor, Cellular & Molecular Medicine
gmouneimne@arizona.edu

Marco Padilla-Rodriguez, PhD
marco@arizona.edu
UACC Room 0985A

For instrument training, or for more information on any of the MSR’s services, 
please contact Marco Padilla-Rodriguez at marco@arizona.edu
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